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The ‘Wine and Wisdom' evening at Charlecote Village Hall on Saturday, 16 November was
thoroughly enjoyed by all, especially the winning team, the ‘Lamplighters’, who came from
Hampton Lucy. The questions were set by Derek Morris and the quiz master was Chris Johns.

Christmas at Charlecote Park

Charlecote Park will be open from 11
to 4 each weekend up to Christmas.
Entry is free but donations will be
welcomed. Father Christmas will be
there (£3.50 per child, includes gift)
and the Christmas Shop will be open.
Music will be provided on Saturdays,
starting with the Warwickshire
Singers on 4 December, and then the
Rugby Recorder Ensemble on 11
December. The Coventry Salvation
Army Band will play the Saturday
and Sunday before Christmas.
Evening concerts will take place on
Saturday, 11 December (Cantemus
Chamber Choir) and 18 December
(Circle Singers of Roya Leamington
Spa). The cost for each is £12 per
person, including wine and a mince
pie (a £1.50 booking fee applies). On
Sunday, 12 December, there will be a
hot chestnut stall (additional charge)
and horse-drawn carriage rides
(additional charge), as wel as
Victorian carol singers in costume,
and drop-in children's craft activities
(E1.00 per child). The drop-in craft
activities will be repeated on Sunday,
19 December. Phone for information
and bookings (Tel: 07788 658495).

On 11 November

Children, staff and friends observed
the two-minute silence a Loxley
War Memorial with a short act of
worship led by Rev Edmonds and
Mr Chivers. A wreath was laid, the
‘Last Post’ sounded, and the chil-
dren concluded the event by singing
‘Shalom’. It was a most moving
occason, a small village event
which, doubtless, the children will
remember all their lives. RM

Hampton Lucy and
Charlecote WI

The AGM was successfully
accomplished and we ended the
evening making Christmas tree
decorations for the WI stall at the
church Christmas sale to be held on
Saturday, 4 December. December’s
meeting in Charlecote village hall
(Wednesday, 1 December) will see
Dickens characters coming alive,
followed by mince pies and coffee.
The festive outing is in the New

‘Debut’ in Wellesbourne. New
members and guests are always
welcome to join the WI. HS
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Christmas Lions

Santa Claus will rear his familiar
head at Wyevale Garden Centre each
weekend through most of December.
Also, two floats are being prepared to
begin their tours around the villages
to see dl the children; keep a look
out for them. The floats will visit
Charlecote and Hampton Lucy
between 6 and 8pm on Wednesday, 8
December, and will visit Loxley on
Wednesday, 15 December. The
charities to benefit this year are the
British Heat Foundation and
Leukaemia Research. So, even if it's
pouring down when you hear the
music, dig deep! Please phone Peter
Webb (Tel: 01926 624174) if you
wish either to offer help or to request
more information.
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PARISH LETTER

School Chaplain

On Tuesday, 16 November, | was
formally commissioned as
chaplain to Hampton Lucy
School, and plans are afoot for me
to become chaplain to Loxley
School too in the New Year. For
the school communities and for
me as vicar, this represents a
subtle but important shift in
emphasis for my role with staff
and children. Traditionally, vicars
have been on the governing
bodies of church schools but in

members becoming foundation
governors in my place. This
frees me to have a more overt
pastoral role and concentrate my
time on building relationships
with all the children and adults
in the schools.

The chaplain will adso be a
specifically Christian presence
in the church schools to build
bridges between church, village
and school communities. | am
looking forward to strengthening
the links that are aready in
place, offering spiritual and
emotional support where
appropriate, and to being a
resource for worship and RE
throughout the year.

The children in both schools
have asked me to spend more
time simply being with them, not
just taking assemblies. | have
enjoyed taking my packed lunch
along to Loxley, and will aso
spend more time in the

Our children are, of course, al
important to us. But they are not
simply the future, either for the
villages or the church. They are
the present. God does not simply
wait for them to grow up before
he wants to establish a
relationship with them. He has
plenty to offer them as they are
now. And in turn, the children and
young people of our churches are
often the vehicles he uses to bring
new life and vision to his people.
It is my passionate belief that he
wants them to be playing a full
part in the life of the church now,
however old they are.

It is a privilege to be able to
minister not to them, but
alongside them in our schools and
our churches. | hope the
formalising of my role as chaplain
will enable us to journey together
and learn from each other.

May | wish you al a happy and
peaceful Christmas in the name of

the parishes here that function has

Jesus. SE

been taken by other church playground at Hampton Lucy.
PARISH NEWS
The Event Cathedral Liaison Officers’ Meeting

Sunday, 5 December is an important date if you're 11-16years
old! ‘The Event’ is happening at Cox’s Yard in Stratford from
7-9pm. Thisis an evening of youth worship, music, games and
fun for local youth groups. The theme is ‘Friends and Craig
Groocock (Diocesan Youth Worker) will be speaking, with
Nexus providing the music. There will be a non-alcohoalic bar,
and entrance is £1. The evening looks like fun, and the 3Ps
youth group will be going. Speak to Sarah (Tel: 840244) if you
would like to come along and experience a different kind of
church. SE

Christian Fellowship Meetings

There will be a Christian Fellowship Meeting for Advent on
Tuesday, 7 December in Charlecote Village Hall at 3pm. There
will not be a meeting in January 2005 but we hope to announce
details of our meeting in February in due course. DF-L

Prayer on Mondays

A small group meets every Monday morning for a quiet time of
prayer and reflection in Hampton Lucy Church. You are most
welcome to come and join us. We follow a simple format with
a reading and some set prayers, and a time for prayer for the
community and the world. Monday Prayer starts just after 9am
and finishes by 9.30. SE

At our most recent meeting we had a very interesting talk
from the Diocesan President of the Mothers' Union, Felicity
Hawke. In 1876, a vicar's wife in Hampshire invited women
of all socia classesto meet at the vicarage. Now it is a world-
wide organisation with 3% million members in 75 countries.
It is a movement today for men and women supporting
Christian marriage and family life.

This year is the International Year of the Family and the
Mothers' Union is concentrating on activity in three main
areas: (1) atraining course for parenting, offering real support
to families and covering issues such as communication skills,
listening, learning discipline through consequences, loving
children whatever they do, supporting where there are school
problems, (2) an ‘Away From It All’ holiday scheme funding
parents in need and Gingerbread groups with days out, (3)
and teaching on health care, HIV Aids, business skills, and
literacy skills. They have aso set up a Relief Fund giving
mercy aid here and abroad.

Each meeting begins with prayer. They also have resource
packs for use with groups including ‘Relationships Matter’,
‘Up to Speed’ (i.e. understanding drugs), ‘Practical Guide to
Parent and Toddler Groups, ‘Marriage Preparation’, and
‘Baptism’. These can all be borrowed. AB




Loxley Parish Council

Thefollowing is a brief update on Loxley Parish Council matters since our AGM
some six months ago.

Traffic calming. The work installing “Rippleprint” areas to all three main roads
into the village was completed, but is not proving as effective as had been hoped and
we may need further work on this.

Planning. There have been a number of applications for work in the parish, some
of which are already being carried out and others which will remain as plans for the
foreseeable future.

Tennis court. The court is to be refurbished and used solely for tennis. The
baskethall posts will be repositioned nearby.

Loxley Parish Plan. The work on this survey is progressing well and we shall
have some of the results early in the New Year. PM

Charlecote Village Books

Beryl Penn and Jo Naylor have now taken over the care of these unique
volumes, which can be borrowed from Beryl (Tel: 841487). Beryl will be
holding a Coffee Morning on Saturday, 8 January, from 10.30 to 12 noon, in
her delightful cottage at 21 Charlecote (by the letterbox). Please put this date
in your diary and come and see the books and perhaps arrange to start
borrowing them!

If anyone has any photographs, press cuttings, or other material from the
period 2002 - 2004 which could go in the Village Diary, please get in touch
with Jo Naylor (Tel: 470869). HH

‘Live & Local’

Many villagers will remember Richard Derrington’s stunning performance in his one-
man show entitled “Shakespeare’'s Other Anne” in Hampton Lucy Village Hall in
February. The Village Hall Committee has convinced Richard to return to Hampton
Lucy on Saturday, 22 January to perform ‘Taylor's Tickler’'. The story is a moving
tale told through the eyes of Ezekiel Taylor, an enthusiastic but incompetent poacher
in Victorian Warwickshire, and it is about his life and his mother who dabbles in
home cures. Further details will be circulated in due course but John (Bev) Williams
at Bramcote Cottage and Jackie Williams (Tel: 841155) have more information. JW

Hampton Lucy School

The long awaited building project is now completed (see below) and was formally
opened on Tuesday, 16 November by the Archdeacon of Warwick together with the
Rev Sarah Edmonds, the Chaplain to the school. The new classrooms are in use
and much appreciated by both teachers and pupils. The Hall and Library have been
redecorated and carpets fitted to the existing building. The next step is to establish an
outdoor learning area which pupils in the reception class and year one will be able to
use throughout the year. We welcome Mrs Helen Wilkes to the school; she has been
appointed as a Teaching Assistant Level 11 (SEN).

Dates to note are: 11 December - Christmas Fayre, 2pm. 14 December - Christmas
Performance in church at 7pm, open rehearsa in church at 2pm. Term ends on 22
December and the new term begins on 6 January. HH

Jackie Williams recently retired from the
Board of Governors at Hampton Lucy
School.  She first became a Foundation
Governor eight years ago and for the past
two years has acted as Chairman. Governors
and staff presented her with a bird bath in
appreciation of all her hard work and
commitment to the school.

Loxley School

There have been two fund-raising
events at school thisterm. Thefirst, a
sadle of harvest produce raised a
gratifying £75. This cash will be used
by “Harvest Help” to purchase a goat
and a vegetable garden in an African
village.

The ‘Dressing up, Dressing down’
day was also a great success and a
substantial sum was raised for school
funds.

The term will close with the usual
Christmas activities: a “Christmas
Afternoon”, the nativity play, and
visits to the Warwick Arts Centre to
see ‘The Jungle Book’ and
‘Goldilocks'.

We hope that the staff and pupils at
both Hampton Lucy and Loxley
schools have a happy and enjoyable
Christmas break. RM

From the Registers

Funera 1% November
Kathleen Church
St Leonard’s, Charlecote




Dec 5th

Dec 12th

Church Services

DECEMBER 2004 / JANUARY 2005

Charlecote 8.30 Holy Comm.

HamptonL 10.00 Family Service
and baptism

Loxley 6.00  Patronal Service with
Mission to Seafarers

Cox'sYard 7.00 TheEvent - Youth
worship

Loxley 9.30 Holy Comm.
Charlecote 11.00  Family Comm.
HamptonL 6.00 Evensong
Vicarage  7.30  Youth Group

Dec25  Charlecote 9.00am Holy Comm.

(Saturday) Hampton L 10.30

Family Holy
Comm.

Dec26  Loxley 9.30am Reflective Holy

(Sunday)

Jan2nd Charlecote 8.30
Hampton L 10.00

Loxley 6.00

Jan 9%th  Loxley 9.30
Charlecote 11.00
HamptonL 6.00

Jan 16th Charlecote 8.30
Loxley 11.00
Hampton L  6.00

Jan 23rd HamptonL 8.30
Charlecote 11.00
Loxley 11.00
Hampton L 6.00

Jan 30th Hampton L 10.00

Comm. (tradl.
language)

Holy Comm.
New Year
Family Service
Evensong

Holy Comm.
Family Comm.
Evensong

Holy Comm.
Family Comm.
Evensong

Holy Comm.
Matins
Matins
Evensong

Joint Parishes’
Family Comm.

Dec14 HamptonL 7.00pm School nativity

(Tuesday) service

Dec19 Charlecote 830 Holy Comm.

(Sunday) Loxley 6.00pm} Candlelit Carol

Hampton L  6.00pm} Services

Dec20 Loxley 1.00pm School nativity

(Monday) service

Dec21  Charlecote 7.30pm Candle-lit carols

(Tuesday) with Oken Singers

Dec24  Charlecote 4.00pm Crib Service

(Friday) Loxley 11.30pm Midnight Comm (5" Sunday)

Diary — DECEMBER 2004

Wed 1 Hampton Lucy and Charlecote Wl meetsin Charlecote Village Hall, 7.30pm
Wed 1 Deanery Synod with Bishop Colin at Barford School, 7.30pm
Thu2,9,16 TrottersToddlers Group meetsin Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 1.30-3pm
Thu 2 Charlecote Parochial Church Meeting in Charlecote Village Hall, 7.30pm
Sat 4 Christmas Fayre in Hampton Lucy Village Hall from 2.30pm
Sun 5 ‘The Event’ at Cox’s Yard (see Parish News), 7-9pm

Mon 6 Afternoon Teas at Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 3-4pm
Tue7 Christian Fellowship meeting for Advent in Charlecote Village Hall at 3pm
Wed 8 Lions Club Christmasfloat in Hampton Lucy & Charlecote between 6 and 8pm
Thu9 Loxley WI Annual Meeting at Jill Dancer’s house, 7.30pm.
Sat 11 “Christmas Afternoon” at Loxley School, 2-4pm
Sat 11 Christmas Fayre at Hampton Lucy School from 2pm
Sun 12 Youth Group meets at the Vicarage, 7.30pm

Mon 13 L oxley Parish Council meets at the school, 7.30pm
Tuel4d ‘Christmas Perfor mance’ by Hampton Lucy School in the church, 7pm
Tuel4 ‘Praise and Play’ in Hampton Lucy church, 2-3pm
Wed 15 Lions Club Christmasfloat visits Loxley between 6 and 8pm
Thu 16 Three Parishes Prayer Mesting at the Vicarage, 7.45pm

Mon 20 L oxley School Nativity Play at the church, 1pm, and afterwards at Loxley School
Mon 20 Christmas Afternoon Teas at Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 3-4pm
Wed 22 Hampton Lucy School, end of term
Wed 22 Christmas Drinks Evening at Hampton Lucy Village Hall, from 6.30pm
Fri 24

Thu6
Thu 6
Sat 8
Mon 10
Thu 13
Sat 22

Mon 24
Thu 27
Mon 31

Christmas Eve Drinks at Charlecote Village Hall from 6 to 7.30pm

Diary — JANUARY 2005
Thu 6,13 20,27 Trotters Toddlers Group meetsin Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 1.30-3pm
Three Parishes Prayer Meeting at the Vicarage, 7.45pm
Hampton Lucy School, Spring term begins
CharlecoteVillage Books Coffee M orning at 21 Charlecote, 10.30-12 noon
Afternoon Teas at Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 3-4pm
Loxley WI New Year Dinner at Houndshill, 7.15 for 7.45pm
‘Taylor’sTickler’ by Richard Derrington. A ‘Live and Local’ show in Hampton

Lucy Village Hall, at 7.30pm

Afternoon Teas at Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 3-4pm
Three Parishes Prayer Meeting at the Vicarage, 7.45pm
L oxley Parish Council meets at the school, 7.30pm

NB Dates and times of some eventsin Loxley are still to be confirmed; please see Notice Boards

THE COFFEE SHOP
(within Charlecote Garden Store)
Hot and cold food served daily -
Breakfast, lunches and teas
Good food and friendly staff
SPECIALITY TEAS & COFFEES
Tel: 07968 114914

L Brooke Joynson
CABINET MAKER AND JOINER

All aspects of woodworking undertaken
Phone 01926 842547 or 07909 901989
for further information and advice,
and for a free quotation

H T WILLIAMS PEST CONTROL
Rats, moles, mice, wasps, ants, insects
Laurel Cottage, Church Street
Hampton Lucy
Tel: 01789 841155

SUSAN ENGLAND Grad Dip Phys MCSP SRP
Chartered and State Registered Physiotherapist
Hampton Corner,

Warwick Road, Stratford upon Avon CV37 ONZ

Tel: 01789 263891
Day-time & Evening Appointments

Connections
The Revd. Sarah Edmonds
can be contacted at:
The Vicarage, Charlecote CV35 9EW
(Tel: 840244) (Fax : 01789 840630)

sedmonds@informs.co.uk
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